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Twenty-Sixth Sunday In Ordinary Time ~ October 1st, 2017   

         STM Readings (pg.1003) & Music                                       SH Readings (pg.1167) & Music 
 E. Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens J3 584                               E. Joyful, Joyful We Adore You G3 614 
P.  Prayer of St. Francis  J3 717                         P. Make Me a Channel of Your Peace G3 828  
C. One Bread, One Body J3 793                C. Remember Your Love G3 961 
R. Hail, Holy Queen J3 498                      R. Hail, Holy Queen  G3 879 
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                            ñYet even when you saw that, you did not later change your minds and believe Him."     

If we are so blessed to have access to 
the Sacred Scriptures ï The Word of 
the Lord, if we have really, truly seen 
His own Words in print, why would we 

not believe-and follow-them today?  In todayôs Second 
Reading, the Word of God, even thousands of years later, 
the message of Saint Paul to the Church in Philippi is 
very clear and has not changed.   
 As a Christian community, our mission and purpose is 
the same as the early Church. Our mission and purpose 
then -as now- is:  Being of the same mind, with the same 
love, united in heart, thinking one thing. Do nothing out 
of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard 
others as more important than yourselves, each looking 
out not for his own interests, but also for those of others. 
(2:3)   Obviously, Saint Paul was writing this letter      
because there was discord and division in the Church. He 
writes to instruct the Church that they must be humble 
and united in serving Christ and His People. The one 
thing that we Christians must have is: the same attitude 
that is also in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God something 
to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found 
human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 Everyone has an opinion, but Christians must always 
have the same opinion, meaning the same mind, the same 
attitude that Christ Himself gave us: to love one another, 
to serve one another, as He did, to be óslavesô to love. In 
other words, their opinion must be conformed to the 
Truth. The concept of slavery is foreign to our 21st                 
century thinking, but Jesus humbled Himself to become 
human, in a sense enslaving His Divinity to humanity, to 
live as a slave of love to show us how to be submissive to 
God the Father.  In this sense this is the call of every 
Christian.  Jesus gave His life so that we might have ólife 
to the full,ô one full of ópeace beyond understanding,ô and 
ójoy to the fullest.ô In the Gospel of John, Chapter 15, 
Jesus tells us that if we follow His command to love one       
another as He has loved us, we will have joy to the      
fullest. But, this peace and joy is dependent on our love 
and unity. 
 What divides our Church community today is the 
same as divided the early Church: wanting and expecting 
others, including our Church leaders, to be what we think 
they should be, to do what we want and think that they 
should do. When Jesus comes again, will He find us              
united in our common goal to love one another as He first 
loved us, no matter what others, even our Church and 
world leaders, are doing? Will He find us united in His 
Holy Spirit, working together to serve - not our own   
interests- but those of His Church, His holy family? It is 
important that we continually check ourselves to be sure 
that we are indeed truly ñservants of the servants of God,ò 
doing nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  
Rather, in humility valuing others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the inter-
ests of the others. In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus, who humbled 
himselfé (2: 3-4).  

In our daily examination of conscience, do we ask our-
selves if we have been humble in our dealings with the Lord in 
His Body the Church? If we have been loving, gentle and kind? 
If we have been supportive of our Churchôs hierarchy, especially 
the priests and bishops the Lord has deemed to lead and shep-
herd us? This question should indeed be part of our examination 
of conscience because the Word of God instructs us to:  
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to 
you...Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their 
faithé Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their    
authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must 
give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no benefit to you (Heb. 13: 7, 13).   

There is much today that our Church leaders struggle 
with that they had not perhaps foreseen when they first accepted 
their vocation as leaders of His Church. The decline in Church 
attendance and the lack of spiritual, corporal and financial sup-
port for the Church are perhaps the greatest of their struggles to 
lead and serve Godôs People. Because of the decline in actual 
Church membership, we who realize that God has called us to 
remain faithful in our worship of the Lord in His Church, must 
offer ourselves-our service and support-in even greater measure, 
because of the times we live in.  

It often only takes a kind word to our priests to help 
them fulfill their duties and responsibilities with joy and peace. 
We sometimes forget that our priests and bishops are human just 
like us. They too are trying to be faithful disciples. They have 
been called to a special role in the Church, but so have we: to 
serve, not to be served, to support and perhaps not be or feel 
supported. So, if today you hear his voice, harden not your heart 
against it (Psalm 95), but instead offer yourselves in humility to 
love and serve God in the world, but especially in His Church. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, Mrs. Maureen Simmons 

Family Faith Formation Opens This Week: at Sacred Heart on 
Sunday, October 1 at 4 pm and on Monday, October 2 at 6pm. Parents 
should bring children in Grades 1-6 to Sacred Heart School before pro-
ceeding to Sacred Heart Church hall to meet with Father Sean. On 
Tuesday, October 3 at 6 pm, parents and children in Grades 1-6 will 
attend in Saint Thomas Church hall, and learners in Grades 7 & 8 in 
both parishes will meet at 6 pm at Sacred Heart Church hall.  
Catechist/Small Group Faith Sharing Leaders are most needed in 
Grades 9 and 10. If you can help to guide small group faith sharing 
groups of learners in Grades 9 and 10, who meet in Sacred Heart 
Church hall- usually on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from     6
-7:15 pm (Grade 9) and from 7:30-8:45pm (Grade 10), please call 
Maureen this week. Thank you. 
Prayer Shawl: for those who would like to join with others to knit 
or crochet items for our parish homebound, residents of local nursing 
homes or for Project Rachel and Friends of the Unborn, you are invited 
to meet in Saint Thomas More Church hall on this Tuesday, October 3 
at 1:30-3 pm. All are welcome. 
Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA): Those who wish to receive in-
struction for the reception of Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation 
into the Catholic Church are welcome to attend our collaborative RCIA 
session on this Thursday, October 5 at 6:30-8pm  pm in the                   
collaborative parish office at 55 Commercial Street. Please call 
Maureen for more information.  
Communion Calls: If you, or someone you know, is homebound 
and unable to attend Mass, please call Maureen 
to arrange a convenient time for a communion 
call.  
 
 


